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2011 ELS Webinar Series Offers Noted Speakers
The IBA “Make A Difference” Educational Learning Series for 2011 has been announced, and it offers a wide range of topics 
and presenters, with sessions for PET marketers, PET readers, referring physicians, technologists and administrators. A 
total of fourteen Webinars will be presented throughout the year, including our annual “2011 PET Reimbursement Update,” led by 
noted PET reimbursement consultant Denise Merlino.   

Clinical presentations will include a “Review of Current NCCN Guidelines for PET Usage,” as well as sessions on PET/CT for Head 
& Neck Cancers, Colorectal Cancer, Gynecologic Cancers, Breast Cancer and Radiation Therapy Treatment Planning.

In addition, a series of seminars will be held to discuss the utility of NaF (Sodium Fluoride) PET, with specific presentations for PET 
readers, PET technologists and PET referrers. Rounding out the schedule are sessions for technologists on “Cardiac PET Imaging” 
and “Radiation Safety in CT Utilization”, and “How to Become a Valued Resource in Your Community” for PET marketers. Featured 
presenters include Lawrence Holder, M.D., University of Florida Shands Jacksonville Hospital, Lale Kostakoglu, M.D., Mt. Sinai 
Medical Center New York and Robert Bridwell, M.D., Co-founder of PETLinQ and medical advisor to IBA Molecular. 

To register for these online seminars, go to https://iba-groupevents.com.
Provided exclusively for IBA Molecular customers.

WINTER 2011IBA MOLECULAR

www.iba-molecular.com

Regional Sales Staff Contacts
 Mike Parisi 815 739 7325
 Mary DeMaio 215 630 7982
 Trevor Subero 202 391 4777
 Josh Carroll 321 363 6010

EVENTS & MEETINGS
JANUARY 
20-23 SNM Midwinter Symposium – Palm Springs, CA

FEBRUARY 
24 Northern CA SNM Chapter Meeting – Pleasanton, CA 
25-27 ASCO Multidisciplinary Head & Neck Cancer Symposium – Chandler, AZ

MARCH 
4-6 New England SNM Chapter Meeting – Stowe, VT 
11-12 Greater NY SNM Chapter Meeting – Atlantic City, NJ 
18-19 Oncology Mgrs of Florida – Kissimmee, FL 
23-27 Central SNM Chapter Meeting – Chicago, IL 
25-28 APhA Annual Conference – Seattle, WA
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Copyright 2011 IBA MOLECULAR NORTH AMERICA, INC.  
This information is provided courtesy of IBA Molecular North America, Inc. IBA is a registered trademark of IBA SA.

Lawrence Holder, M.D., noted radiologist and nuclear medicine physician from 
the University of Florida Shands Jacksonville Hospital, spoke recently at two 
clinical meetings in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The first presentation was at an IBA 
Molecular sponsored educational dinner for physicians and technologists. The session 
covered the development and application of PET and PET/CT using the radiotracer 
18F-Sodium Fluoride in Bone Imaging. Dr. Holder presented key scientific articles and 
impactful case studies in discussing how and when NaF PET can make a difference 
in patient care management. Dr. Holder also spoke on NaF PET Imaging the following 
day at the Fall Educational Meeting of the Pittsburgh Chapter, SNMTS, with over 200 
clinicians in attendance. 
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New President
Shares His Vision for
the Future

In October IBA announced that Michael Hickey 
had been named President of its Molecular 
Tracers North America division. Michael spent 
24 years with AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals in 
a wide range of roles spanning marketing, sales 
and general management. He held significant 
managerial posts for the firm in the United States, 
Ireland, Canada and the Netherlands. In these 
positions Michael achieved outstanding results in 
product development, market growth, organizational 
effectiveness and sales improvement.

The new president took a short break from a busy 
schedule to discuss his view of the company and his 
vision for its future. 

“We at IBA Molecular are undertaking two very 
important endeavors which will greatly impact the 
healthcare field,” noted Michael. “First, we are 
committed to helping expand the appropriate use 
of FDG PET imaging. This is a modality which 
is still significantly under-utilized in patient care 
management. We need to make physicians and 
patients more aware of the power of PET and the 
impact it can make on patient care. We are taking 
the lead in becoming an educational resource in the 
community to help our customers achieve practice 
excellence, deliver outstanding diagnostic services 
and in turn provide the highest level of patient care.”

“Our other major undertaking is already well 
underway. We are developing, with partner 
companies, a pipeline of new, targeted molecular 
imaging tracers. These compounds will help 
identify more specific disease states, providing 
better diagnosis and staging, as well as measuring 
therapeutic response. In other words, we will be 
providing improved tools for physicians and their 
patients, leading to more effective treatment, and 
better outcomes.”

“One of the things that have impressed me in my 
short time with the company is the dedication and 

commitment of the IBA Molecular staff. We are all about bringing 
lifesaving diagnostics to the patient, and it shows in the positive 
approach throughout the company.” 

“I am truly pleased to have this opportunity to work with all of 
our staff and customers, and the molecular imaging community. 
Together, we have the potential to realize great things and to 
make important contributions toward improved healthcare for all.” 
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IBA Accelerates its Commitment
to Practice Excellence with the 
Acquisition of PETLinQ

One of the highlights leading up to the 2010 RSNA Meeting 
in Chicago was IBA’s announcement that it had acquired 
PETLinQ, LLC, the leading education and software solutions 
company serving the hospital, outpatient radiology, PET and 
nuclear medicine marketplace. 

“The purchase of PETLinQ is a tremendous value-add to our 
business,” said Renaud Dehareng, President of IBA Molecular 
Worldwide. “PETLinQ’s cutting edge technology and impressive 
suite of products, including its popular RISLinQ radiology 
workflow solution and PETLinQ-IQ educational services, provides 
IBA with outstanding synergies that will enable us to provide 
solutions for the molecular imaging market. This acquisition is 
just one of several initiatives that IBA has taken to position the 
company firmly at the forefront of molecular imaging, delivering 
the products, services and support to help improve patient care 
and outcomes within the molecular imaging field.”

The acquisition of PETLinQ will enable IBA Molecular to 
accelerate its efforts in support of PET Practice Excellence.

Dr. Norman LaFrance Joins
as Chief Medical Officer

planning and management, first-in-man studies  
and full phase 1-4 clinical development. 

Dr. LaFrance joins IBA from Molecular Insight 
Pharmaceuticals where he has been Sr. Vice 
President and Chief Medical Officer since 2007. 
His industrial career began at DuPont Merck 
Pharmaceutical Company, where he was instrumental 
in the development, approval and commercialization  
of Cardiolite, Neurolite and Persantine. 

Dr. LaFrance will lead the clinical development 
program for IBA Molecular’s proprietary and non-
proprietary products. He will also represent the 
company in the academic and scientific  
environments and support its development of new  
and innovative products.

Dr. Richard Zimmerman
Speaks at Harvard

The group invited Dr. Zimmerman to speak on “2011-2015: 
The New Generation of Marketed Pharmaceuticals.” Dr. 
Zimmerman discussed many of the new areas of research 
and development in molecular imaging agents, including the 
imaging of apoptosis, metabolism, hypoxia, angiogenesis, 
inflammation, invasion and proliferation. The tracers currently 
under development are expected to more effectively target 
specific disease indications and states, and act in concert 
with therapeutic compounds which will deliver more effective 
treatment to diseased tissue. 

Dr. Zimmerman also recently completed a presentation 
to the Yankee Alliance GPO at its meeting in Sturbridge, 
Massachusetts, discussing the development of new, more 
effective molecular imaging agents, the role they may play in 
providing better care and reducing unnecessary or ineffective 
treatments, and potentially helping to reduce the cost of 
healthcare.

Norman LaFrance, M.D., M.E., FACP, FACNP, has accepted 
the position of Chief Medical Officer for IBA Molecular 
North America, Inc. Dr. LaFrance has more than 20 years of 
experience in the pharmaceutical and healthcare industry. 
He has been closely involved with both pharmaceutical and 
radiopharmaceutical drug development, including strategic 

Richard Zimmerman, PhD, VP for 
Radiopharmaceutical Business Development 
for IBA Molecular, spoke recently to members of 
the Harvard Joint Program in Nuclear Medicine 
(JPNM) in Boston, Massachusetts. The JPNM is 
a noted group of clinicians and researchers from the 
core of Harvard Medical School-affiliated teaching 
hospitals. It is dedicated to the advancement of 
nuclear medicine, improvement in the quality of  
patient care, leadership in training and education,  
and the evaluation of new technologies for clinical use. 

Clinical PET Specialist Speaks
on Cardiac PET/CT
Sunil Selvin, CNMT, Clinical PET Specialist with IBA 
Molecular, recently addressed the Fall Meeting of the 
Long Island Society of Nuclear Medicine Technologists. 
The event attracted over 200 attendees to the Matteis 
Center for Cardiac Research & Education in Old Brookville, 
NY. Mr. Selvin presented “An Introduction to Cardiac PET/
CT Imaging with Rubidium-82.” In addition to presenting an 
overview of the disease, he discussed the history of cardiac 
perfusion imaging, currently available cardiac agents, 
technical aspects of Rb-82 imaging, scan protocols and 
considerations, as well as reimbursement. The LISNMT is 
an affiliate of the Greater New York Chapter of the Society 
of Nuclear Medicine, and its educational meetings regularly 
attract clinicians from throughout the tri-state region.

Sunil Selvin (left) pictured with Rashid Ghani (right) from Memorial Sloan Kettering, NY

Norman LaFrance, M.D., M.E., FACP, FACNP
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